Rising Eleventh Grade Summer Reading Confirmation
Name:
Directions: Your summer reading requirements are divided into three sections, each described in the following form. This
form should be completed, signed by the student and parent, and turned in by Friday, August 17.
Step One:
●

Read Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.

Step Two:
●

Choose a book from the attached list and read your selection in its entirety.
Please list the selected book and author below:

Step Three:
●

Read an additional 300 pages from a book or books of your choice. Make sure that your selection is approved by your
parent.
Please list the selected book(s), author(s) and number of pages below:

Please choose one of the following options and sign the statement below. Have your parent sign in the space provided.
_____ I completed all three steps as they are described above.
_____ I did not complete all three steps as they are described above. (If you choose this option, you must provide an
explanation of what you did and did not complete to receive partial credit. If you do not provide an explanation, you will not
receive any participation credit.)

_____________________________________________________________________
Student Signature

_____________
Date

_____________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature

_____________
Date

Rising Eleventh Grade Step Two Summer Reading List
Remember that you may check www.lexile.com for additional information about each book, including the difficulty level
of each book and a summary of the plot.

Tier 1 (940L - 990L)
Christie, Agatha - Death on the Nile

660L

Agatha Christie, the acknowledged mistress of suspense—creator of indomitable sleuth Miss Marple, meticulous Belgian
detective Hercule Poirot, and so many other unforgettable characters—brings her entire oeuvre of ingenious whodunits,
locked room mysteries, and perplexing puzzles to Harper Paperbacks…sending Hercule Poirot on a journey to Egypt in
one of Agatha Christie’s most famous mysteries, Death on the Nile.

Faulkner, William - As I Lay Dying

870L

As I Lay Dying is Faulkner’s harrowing account of the Bundren family’s odyssey across the Mississippi countryside to bury
Addie, their wife and mother. Narrated in turn by each of the family members—including Addie herself—as well as others
the novel ranges in mood, from dark comedy to the deepest pathos. Considered one of the most influential novels in
American fiction in structure, style, and drama,As I Lay Dying is a true 20th-century classic.

Huxley, Aldous - Brave New World

870L

Brave New World is a novel written in 1931 by Aldous Huxley and published in 1932. Set in London of AD 2540 (632
A.F.—"After Ford"—in the book), the novel anticipates developments in reproductive technology, sleep-learning,
psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that combine profoundly to change society.

Kidd, Sue Monk - The Secret Life of Bees

840L

The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the
afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily’s fierce-hearted black “stand-in mother,” Rosaleen, insults three of the town’s
most vicious racists, Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South Carolina—a town that holds the secret to her
mother’s past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to a
mesmerizing world of bees, honey, and the Black Madonna who presides over their household. This is a remarkable story
about divine female power and the transforming power of love—a story that women will continue to share and pass on to
their daughters for years to come.

Martel, Yann - The Life of Pi

830L

The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a fervent love of stories. When
Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals
bound for new homes. The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a
wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose fear,
knowledge, and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days while lost at sea. When they finally reach
the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate
Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story
much less fantastical, much more conventional--but is it more true?

Spiegelman, Art - MAUS

NP

The Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish survivor of Hitler’s Europe, and his son, a
cartoonist coming to terms with his father’s story. Maus approaches the unspeakable through the diminutive. Its form, the
cartoon (the Nazis are cats, the Jews mice), shocks us out of any lingering sense of familiarity and succeeds in “drawing
us closer to the bleak heart of the Holocaust” (The New York Times).
Maus is a haunting tale within a tale. Vladek’s harrowing story of survival is woven into the author’s account of his tortured
relationship with his aging father. Against the backdrop of guilt brought by survival, they stage a normal life of small
arguments and unhappy visits. This astonishing retelling of our century’s grisliest news is a story of survival, not only of
Vladek but of the children who survive even the survivors. Maus studies the bloody pawprints of history and tracks its
meaning for all of us.

Tan, Amy - The Joy Luck Club

930L

Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the
stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong,
and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into
tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost.
Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.
With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between
mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become
more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel
the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves
into these lives of complexity and mystery.

Twain, Mark - Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

850L

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a novel by Mark Twain, first published in the United Kingdom in December 1884 and in
the United States in February 1885. Commonly named among the Great American Novels, the work is among the first in
major American literature to be written throughout in vernacular English, characterized by local color regionalism. It is told
in the first person by Huckleberry "Huck" Finn, a friend of Tom Sawyer and narrator of two other Twain novels (Tom
Sawyer Abroad and Tom Sawyer, Detective). It is a direct sequel to The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. The book is noted
for its colorful description of people and places along the Mississippi River. Set in a Southern antebellum society that had
ceased to exist about twenty years before the work was published, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is an often scathing
satire on entrenched attitudes, particularly racism.

Tier 2 (991L - 1140L)
Bunyan, John - The Pilgrim’s Progress

1030L

The Pilgrim's Progress from This World to That Which Is to Come; Delivered under the Similitude of a Dream is a
Christian allegory written by John Bunyan (1628 1688) and published in February, 1678. It is regarded as one of the most
significant works of religious English literature, has been translated into more than 200 languages, and has never been
out of print. Bunyan began his work while in the Bedfordshire county prison for violations of the Conventicle Act, which
prohibited the holding of religious services outside the auspices of the established Church of England. Early Bunyan

scholars like John Brown believed The Pilgrim's Progress was begun in Bunyan's second, shorter imprisonment for six
months in 1675, but more recent scholars like Roger Sharrock believe that it was begun during Bunyan's initial, more
lengthy imprisonment from 1660 72 right after he had written his spiritual autobiography, Grace Abounding to the Chief of
Sinners.

Cather, Willa - My Antonia

1010L

My Ántonia evokes the Nebraska prairie life of Willa Cather's childhood, and commemorates the spirit and courage of
immigrant pioneers in America. One of Cather's earliest novels, written in 1918, it is the story of Ántonia Shimerda, who
arrives on the Nebraska frontier as part of a family of Bohemian emigrants. Her story is told through the eyes of Jim
Burden, a neighbor who will befriend Ántonia, teach her English, and follow the remarkable story of her life.
Working in the fields of waving grass and tall corn that dot the Great Plains, Ántonia forges the durable spirit that will carry
her through the challenges she faces when she moves to the city. But only when she returns to the prairie does she
recover her strength and regain a sense of purpose in life. In the quiet, probing depth of Willa Cather's art, Ántonia's story
becomes a mobbing elegy to those whose persistence and strength helped build the American frontier.

Doyle, Arthur Conan - Hound of the Baskervilles

980L

At Baskerville Hall on the grim moors of Devonshire, a legendary curse has apparently claimed one more victim. Sir
Charles Baskerville has been found dead. There are no signs of violence, but his face is hideously distorted with terror.
Years earlier, a hound-like beast with blazing eyes and dripping jaws was reported to have torn out the throat of Hugo
Baskerville. Has the spectral destroyer struck again? More important, is Sir Henry Baskerville, younger heir to the estate,
now in danger?
Enter Sherlock Holmes, summoned to protect Sir Henry from the fate that has threatened the Baskerville family. As
Holmes and Watson begin to investigate, a blood-chilling howl from the fog-shrouded edges of the great Grimpen Mire
signals that the legendary hound of the Baskervilles is poised for yet another murderous attack.
The Hound of the Baskerville first appeared as a serial in The Strand Magazine in 1901. By the time of its publication in
book form eight months later, this brilliantly plotted, richly atmospheric detective story had already achieved the status of a
classic. It has often been called yhe best detective story ever written. It remains a thrilling tale of suspense, must reading
for every lover of detective fiction.

Hemingway, Ernest - The Sun Also Rises

610L

The quintessential novel of the Lost Generation, The Sun Also Rises is one of Ernest Hemingway's masterpieces and a
classic example of his spare but powerful writing style. A poignant look at the disillusionment and angst of the post-World
War I generation, the novel introduces two of Hemingway's most unforgettable characters: Jake Barnes and Lady Brett
Ashley. The story follows the flamboyant Brett and the hapless Jake as they journey from the wild nightlife of 1920s Paris
to the brutal bullfighting rings of Spain with a motley group of expatriates. It is an age of moral bankruptcy, spiritual
dissolution, unrealized love, and vanishing illusions. First published in 1926, The Sun Also Rises helped to establish
Hemingway as one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century.

Wells, H.G. - War of the Worlds

1040L

The War of the Worlds is a science fiction novel by English author H. G. Wells. It first appeared in serialized form in 1897,
published simultaneously in Pearson's Magazine in the UK and Cosmopolitan magazine in the US. The first appearance
in book form was published by William Heinemann of London in 1898. It is the first-person narrative of an unnamed
protagonist in Surrey and that of his younger brother in London as Earth is invaded by Martians. Written between 1895
and 1897, it is one of the earliest stories that detail a conflict between mankind and an extraterrestrial race. The novel is
one of the most commented-on works in the science fiction canon. The War of the Worlds has two parts, Book One: The
Coming of the Martians and Book Two: The Earth under the Martians. The narrator, a philosophically inclined author,
struggles to return to his wife while seeing the Martians lay waste to the southern country outside London. Book One also
imparts the experience of his brother, also unnamed, who describes events as they deteriorate in the capital, forcing him
to escape the Martian onslaught by boarding a paddle steamer near Tillingham, on the Essex coast.

Tier 3 (1141 - max)
Austen, Jane - Mansfield Park

1180L

Taken from the poverty of her parents' home in Portsmouth, Fanny Price is brought up with her rich cousins at Mansfield
Park, acutely aware of her humble rank and with her cousin Edmund as her sole ally. During her uncle's absence in
Antigua, the Crawford's arrive in the neighbourhood bringing with them the glamour of London life and a reckless taste for
flirtation. Mansfield Park is considered Jane Austen's first mature work and, with its quiet heroine and subtle examination
of social position and moral integrity, one of her most profound.

Buck, Pearl - The Good Earth

1530L

Though more than seventy years have passed since this remarkable novel won the Pulitzer Prize, it has retained its
popularity and become one of the great modern classics. In The Good Earth Pearl S. Buck paints an indelible portrait of
China in the 1920s, when the last emperor reigned and the vast political and social upheavals of the twentieth century
were but distant rumblings. This moving, classic story of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his selfless wife O-Lan is must
reading for those who would fully appreciate the sweeping changes that have occurred in the lives of the Chinese people
during the last century. Nobel Prize winner Pearl S. Buck traces the whole cycle of life: its terrors, its passions, its
ambitions and rewards. Her brilliant novel—beloved by millions of readers—is a universal tale of an ordinary family caught
in the tide of history.

Elliot, George - Middlemarch

1210L

George Eliot’s novel, Middlemarch: A Study of Provincial Life, explores a fictional nineteenth-century Midlands town in the
midst of modern changes. The proposed Reform Bill promises political change; the building of railroads alters both the
physical and cultural landscape; new scientific approaches to medicine incite public division; and scandal lurks behind
respectability. The quiet drama of ordinary lives and flawed choices are played out in the complexly portrayed central
characters of the novel—the idealistic Dorothea Brooke; the ambitious Dr. Lydgate; the spendthrift Fred Vincy; and the
steadfast Mary Garth. The appearance of two outsiders further disrupts the town’s equilibrium—Will Ladislaw, the spirited
nephew of Dorothea’s husband, the Rev. Edward Casaubon, and the sinister John Raffles, who threatens to expose the
hidden past of one of the town’s elite. Middlemarch displays George Eliot’s clear-eyed yet humane understanding of
characters caught up in the mysterious unfolding of self-knowledge. This Penguin Classics edition uses the second edition
of 1874 and features an introduction and notes by Eliot-biographer Rosemary Ashton. In her introduction, Ashton

discusses themes of social change in Middlemarch, and examines the novel as an imaginative embodiment of Eliot's
humanist beliefs.

Lewis, C.S. - The Great Divorce

NP

C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce is a classic Christian allegorical tale about a bus ride from hell to heaven. An extraordinary
meditation upon good and evil, grace and judgment, Lewis’s revolutionary idea in theThe Great Divorce is that the gates
of Hell are locked from the inside. Using his extraordinary descriptive powers, Lewis’ The Great Divorce will change the
way we think about good and evil.

Metaxas, Eric - Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign of End Slavery
Amazing Grace tells the story of the remarkable life of the British abolitionist William Wilberforce (1759-1833). This
accessible biography chronicles Wilberforce's extraordinary role as a human rights activist, cultural reformer, and member
of Parliament. At the center of this heroic life was a passionate twenty-year fight to abolish the British slave trade, a battle
Wilberforce won in 1807, as well as efforts to abolish slavery itself in the British colonies, a victory achieved just three
days before his death in 1833. Metaxas discovers in this unsung hero a man of whom it can truly be said: he changed the
world. Before Wilberforce, few thought slavery was wrong. After Wilberforce, most societies in the world came to see it as
a great moral wrong.

Schaeffer, Francis A. - How Should We Then Live?

NP

As one of the foremost evangelical thinkers of the twentieth century, Francis Schaeffer long pondered the fate of declining
Western culture. In this brilliant book he analyzed the reasons for modern society's state of affairs and presented the only
viable alternative: living by the Christian ethic, acceptance of God's revelation, and total affirmation of the Bible's morals,
values, and meaning.

Swift, Jonathan - Gulliver’s Travels

NP

Regarded as the preeminent prose satirist in the English language, Jonathan Swift (1667–1745) intended this
masterpiece, as he once wrote Alexander Pope, to "vex the world rather than divert it." Savagely ironic, it portrays man as
foolish at best, and at worst, not much more than an ape. The direct and unadorned narrative describes four remarkable
journeys of ship's surgeon Lemuel Gulliver, among them, one to the land of Lilliput, where six-inch-high inhabitants bicker
over trivialities; and another to Brobdingnag, a land where giants reduce man to insignificance.
Written with disarming simplicity and careful attention to detail, this classic is diverse in its appeal: for children, it remains
an enchanting fantasy. For adults, it is a witty parody of political life in Swift's time and a scathing send-up of manners and
morals in 18th-century England.

